ISO ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ENERGY

Overarching

AFNOR Proposal for a Joint ISO/IEC Standard on Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Terminology

Status: Based on an early recommendation of the ISO/TMB SAG-Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources, AFNOR developed and submitted for voting in both ISO and IEC a proposal for a new joint ISO/IEC standard on energy efficiency and renewable energy sources terminology.  The ISO/TMB and the IEC/SMB, at their June 2009 meetings, approved the formation of a joint Project Committee to develop this new standard.

Clean Energy (Solar, Wind, Geothermal, Hydro, Wave)

ISO/TC 180 (Solar energy)

Scope: Standardization in the field of solar energy utilization in space and water heating, cooling, industrial process heating and air conditioning.

Secretariat: SA (Australia)

US/TAG Administrator: ASHRAE, Doug Tucker, dtucker@ashrae.org 

Website (for additional information)

ISO/TMB SAG-Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Recommendation 14 
Interested members should review the standards and current work of ISO/TC 180.  In particular the new project for a standard to integrate/install the solar devices into buildings is welcomed.  A paper developed by interested members of the SAG E (approved by the whole group) should be sent to ISO/TC 180 for discussion. 

Note: The ANSI ISO Council has designated a Virtual TAG (VTAG) of concerned parties to serve to advise and inform ANSI’s participation in the work of this ISO/TMB SAG.  The ANSI expert on this ISO/TMB SAG is currently Aimee McKane of the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratories.

ISO/TMB SAG-Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Recommendation 27

There is a need to look at solar installations as systems and component parts.  Standards should take into account the end use devices and consider their integration with auxiliary or ancilliary sources of energy for when there is not enough solar energy.  Standards are also needed for the installation, inspection and maintenance of solar systems to enhance consumer access to, and confidence in, solar technology. ISO/TC 180 (Solar power) should consider developing, or adapting existing standards, to cover all glass evacuated (vacuum) solar collectors. SAG E also asks that ISO/TC 180 review all their standards to ensure market and global relevance and report to the next meeting. ISO CS is asked to seek opportunities to promote awareness of the standards from ISO/TC 180.

ISO/TMB SAG-E Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Recommendation 34

SAG E welcomes the activity in ISO/TC 180 Solar reported by the secretariat and encourages continued activity to reflect the market interest in this renewable technology. In particular ISO TC 180 is encouraged to develop work items on the installation of solar systems into buildings e.g. the integration of solar panels into roofs (weather protection and fire safety).

ISO/TMB SAG-Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Recommendation 9

Geothermal heating and cooling in buildings (i.e. geo-exchange – taking heat to and from the earth) is a widely used technology and should be covered by International Standards.  Proposed action: Members to provide lists of their national standards with a view to proposing an ISO committee on geothermal heating and cooling in buildings. 
ISO/TMB SAG-Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Recommendation 20

The SAG E secretary should compile a list of geothermal standards from Canada, Korea, China and Europe.  This should be sent to ISO/TC 86 (Refrigeration and air conditioning) with a request that they review the list for further ideas for ISO standards to support the update and development of this geothermal technology. A report is requested for the next meeting.

Renewable Energy (Solar, Wind, Geothermal, Hydro, Wave – See above; Biofuels – See below)
ISO/TC 28/SC 7 (Liquid biofuels)

Secretariat: ANSI (delegated to ASTM International, Todd Sandler, tsandler@astm.org) 

US/TAG Administrator: ASTM International, Todd Sandler, tsandler@astm.org
Website (for additional information)

Status: ISO established a subcommittee on liquid biofuels under ISO/TC 28/SC 7 and the group met for the first time in January 2009 in Brazil.  In a cooperative agreement with ABNT in Brazil, Mr. Sergio Fontes of Petrobras serves as the subcommittee chairman.  The discussions at the meeting served to confirm a number of conclusions of the IBF white paper.  In this respect, ISO/TC 28/SC 7 has decided to focus on a role of information collection and monitoring the work of other standards bodies, deferring to them as much as possible (please see the attached first meeting resolutions, specifically Resolution 7).  As this is not the usual objective of an ISO committee developing International Standards, this role may be reviewed in the future.  The subcommittee agreed to meet again with 14 months of the first meeting, but a date or location have not yet been set.
ISO/TC 238 (Solid biofuels)

Scope:  Standardization in the field of solid biofuels shall be within the following scope: 

· products from agriculture and forestry; 

· vegetable waste from agriculture and forestry; 

· vegetable waste from the food processing industry; 

· wood waste, with the exception of wood waste which may contain halogenated organic compounds or heavy metals as a result of treatment with wood preservatives or coating, and which includes in particular such wood waste originated from construction and demolition waste; 

· fibrous vegetable waste from virgin pulp production and from production of paper from pulp, if it is coincinerated at the place of production and heat generated is recovered; 

· cork waste. 

Secretariat: SIS (Sweden)

US/TAG Administrator: ASABE, Scott Cedarquist, cedarq@asabe.org 
Website (for further information)

Status: After a slow start, ISO/TC 238 is now moving ahead and will launch a large number of NWIPs shortly.  The TC is planning its next meeting in Seattle in October where the first drafts will be discussed.

 

ISO/TMB SAG-Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Recommendation 35

SAG E notes the work of ISO/TC 238 on solid bio-fuels and asks the committee to develop the standards expeditiously.

DIN/ABNT Proposal for an ISO Standard on Sustainability Criteria for Bioenergy
Status: The voting result on the DIN/ABNT proposal in this area was positive with 18 member bodies saying yes and 5 saying no.  However, 13 of those voting yes indicated registering the project as an ISO preliminary item.  This means that at least those 13 countries feel some further exploratory dialogue may be needed before any actual standard development can proceed.  At its February 2009 meeting, the ISO Technical Management Board noted that while the vote on the new work item proposal resulted in a good deal of support for ISO undertaking work in this area, a significant number of replies indicated that it would be preferable in the first instance to register a preliminary work item.  It was further noted that it was proposed that a preliminary meeting take place in June 2009 among ISO members for and against the proposal with a view to reaching agreement on a way forward.  This preliminary meeting took place on June 8 & 9, 2009 at the DIN offices in Berlin, Germany and a number of recommendations resulted from this meeting.  The results of this meeting were reported back to the ISO/TMB, which decided to form this new ISO project committee, with a focus on bioenergy rather than the original proposal on biofuels.  A first meeting of this new committee is expected in the first quarter of 2010.

ISO/TMB SAG-Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Recommendation 29

SAG E notes the proposal from DIN and ABNT for a standard for the sustainability criteria for biofuels. SAG E believes the growing and collecting of biomass and the subsequent conversion into different types of fuel all have sustainability implications. Sustainability in this area is difficult to define so any work should follow a stepped approach using a life cycle assessment. For example measuring CO2 emissions in the lifecycle could be a starting point. Co-ordination between the different existing technical committees involved including those involved in agriculture should be ensured if ISO does any work in this area.

Biogas

Status: ISO is expecting a proposal from SAC (China) for new ISO activity on biogas in the coming months.

ISO/TMB SAG-Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Sources Recommendation 28

SAG E notes the ongoing ISO work to develop standards for liquid and solid biofuels and encourages its member from China to make a proposal for a new committee on biogas. SAG E strongly encourages more progress on the development of standards for liquid biofuels; the lack of specifications in this area is hindering the development of the market for this fuel.

Nuclear Energy

ISO/TC 85 (Nuclear energy)

Scope: Standardization in the field of peaceful applications of nuclear energy and of the protection of individuals against all sources of ionizing radiations

Secretariat: AFNOR (France)

US/TAG Administrator: ASTM International, Joe Koury, jkoury@astm.org)
Website (for additional information)

